MRS. CREIGHTON'S APPEAL.

it

[Mrs. Creighton is the wife of the Bishop who has recently been
translated from the diocese of Peterborourgh to that of Iondon.
She is noted for her executive ability, as well as her literary talent.
Her History of France and England and her historical biographics
are well known. The following extracts are taken from her article
on Female Suffrage in the Nineteenth Century :]

The advocates of female suffrage seem to labor under two delu-
sions : First, that the vote is a good in itself; and, secondly, that
change is necessarily progress, and must be welcomed, at any price,
by all who do not wish to remain hopelessly behind. Mrs. Ashion
Dilke, indeed, acknowledges that the vote is not an end in itself, hut
only a means to an end, But she does not say to what end ; she only
says that, without a vote, we ‘‘risk the loss of all those Improvements
in the position of our sex’’ which have been obtained. Such a state-
mentimplies a hostility between the sexes from which society seems
to be happily free ; and it is not easily to believe that the day will
ever come when men will take away from women what has been
proved to be good both for them and for the whole community.
There is surely no need to feel that we have won a position from an
active foe, which we must maintain at the risk of our lives.

The vote is supposed to have a certain magical power. Mrs.
Dilke even kunows why it was originally given, and when she
says that the vote '‘was certaiuly originally intended to give effect
to the opinions of the quiet orderly citizen instead of leaving power
in the hands of the strong and warlike,”” she has solved a problem
which has long baffled the ingenuity of the constitutional historian,
The attitude of many of the advocates of female suffrage seems to
suppose an ideal woman, working side by side with an ideal man in
an ideal system of politics. But we have to do with realities ; there
is a great deal of work to be done, and the practical question is how
to do it. Tt has yet to be proved that giving women the vole will
enable them to do better in the f{uture the work which they have
neglected in the past.
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the question is more difficult, and the possession of the franchise
would not solve it. But the community can uever have too large a
nwmber of devoted and unselfish workers in every line. The women
who show their capacity for such work never fail to getit. But
women need to train their practical abilities, to show their capacity.
We want more women guardians, more women on school boards,
more women who will investigate the existing conditions of society.
What the future may need we cannot say, and it would be rash to
say that the time may not come when in an ideal political system the
ideal woman may work side by side with the ideal man.
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